March, 12, 1990

Dear Mr. Highum,

I am =sending ¥ou 2 capy of the Librar
Proposal that was paszed unanimously at our
meeting last =vening., I was gquite plezased
enthusizsm with which the Senate recejuved *
have zalszo sent a copy of the propozal to FPregi dwnf H»wrF for
his consideration. I would appreciate any comments and/or
criticisms wou have to offer in regard to the proposal I
also want to thank you again for all of your encouragement
and help in the formulation of this propozal. I look

o

-
formward to discussing the praoposzal with »

Sincerely,

O./w Wit pwm 34
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Recommendation 17 of the I1linois Wesleran Urniversity

Strateqgic Planning Report acknowledges the ne=d to
reevaluate our library resources fto bring them to

"competitive status" with other institutions with which we

wish to compare curseives, The Student Senate xlzo woiced
their concern regarding the library resources 1D

Recommendation Eight of the Student Senmate Strategic Plan

"Moving to the Future" in 1788.

Over the course of the last semester, the Student Senate has

of the current

"

discussed and investigated numercus aspect
library facility. Following a thorough review of the
resources of Sheean Library, we strongly believe that the
University must make the upgrading of this facility an

immediate pricrity in order to equate the quality of the
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library with the hioh standards enjoyed in other areas of
the University.

The =tudy and discussion of the library rescurces which
has led to the drafting of this document was guided by

These are factors which
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both zwakened us to realize our limitaticn

nabled us
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changes: to: the: curremtnl ibranyafacilitycy
to Keep an open mind and remain visionary in our

recommendations.,

The underlying considerations are s follows:
12 Studentsz must have an actiwve role in the

deliberationz of additions and changes to both the
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ph¥sical structure of the library as well as itz
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rescurces and
areas of library are wital to

upgrade the resources at bkleslewan

other academic inmstitutions with which we wish to

compare ourselves., Ewen more importantly, however,

library quality for Wesleyan
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students themselves, Improvements in the resourcs

library will enbhance the
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research skills of students at the undergraduate

vel as well as build research confidence for
Furthermore, upgraded library

post—-graduate work,

a2t Weslewan will allow cur students

py

do more of their recsearch_ on cam

relving heavily on the resourcez of other

institutions.

recommendations 1n terms of generaxl concerns and

gqoals. It is our hope that as the University moves
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forward with changes in the library tha
w11l become morse fully awares of cptions under

consideration,
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that the following

"

The Student Senate propose
recommendations be implemented to improve the current

nefit of the entire University.
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library facilities to the b

nd
m

13 The University should move forward rapidly with the
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creation of & library planning document which refl
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idess and goals of all constituencies represzented

institution.

The library planning document should be 2
representation of the mission of the University and 1tz goal
to maintain excellence in 11 facetz of the campus. The

document would, bB¥ 1tz nature, offer short term gozls for

t is of
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the library 2= well as project long term goals.
the utmost importance that the mission for the library be

d through the input of a1l University

i
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cilearly detfin

constituencies.

3 Continue tao inwestigate posszibilities for the

phvsical expansion of Sheean Library.

In order to pursus increases in the haldings of the

librarv, tthe facility itzelf i= in need of expansion.

improving quantity and/or quality essentially hinges an the

avzilability of more space within the facility., The Senate

zl=c encourzges the consideration of increased study space

in the esxoanded +acility.




2» Upgrade the quality of the current collection.

ition of useful,
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At the present time, the acqui

up-to-date walumes zhould be the primary focus. With
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limited space zavailable in the 1.ibrary, it

that a "weeding out" process be implemented. Those

materials which are seldom or newver used zhould be removed

=

and temporarily stored to allow space for bocks which are of
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current usze. The Student Senate wiews, therefore, the jzzu

of quality as the short term gozal of the library.

40 Increxse the quantity of the collection of

hardbound holdings in the near future.

The library should serve as a storshouse of Knowledge

uninhitbited by the constraints of szpace. It should not be
necesszary to place a value judament on any book. The

library holdings should increase from the current 143,000

vwolumes to the neighborhood of 200,000 wolumes in the
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t—tooc-distant future. The Senate would strongly BRCOUrage

acauisition by means of purchase as well as donaticn. The
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samewhat long term goal

the library, decreazing the nesd and current desirability of

the "weeding out" process,
S Increase the number of pericdical=s.
FPeriodiczls offer the most current information znd, in
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many disciplines, ar




research, It would be beneficial +a review the current
Periodica subscriptions to determine their usefulness, The
Senate would xl=go #ncourage the invesstigation of ACqQUiring

Periadicals an microfiim,

) Purszue technical poszibilities which could Be

coordinated with the new resources in Buck,

With the newly-completad computer center in Euck, it

ous to evaluate the current function and

Ld

would be advantag
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#Cessity of the Media Center in Sheean., Ferhaps the zpace

currently housing the Media Center could be uzed more

- the servicesz offered in the Mediz
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productively., Perhan

Incorporated into Buck. @&lsza, we are in a
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nter could be

Pesition of great fortune to be able to lock into the

"POSSITITity of fiber optics From Buck to Sheean Library and

uch as E-Mail, CD Rom,

"
"

perbaps throughout campus., Serwvice

more thoroughly.
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and Info-Track should alzo be investigat

¥ Purchases an electronic exit security swstem,

anomaly in that

Sheean Library i= an

svetem to orevent intentional and unintenticnal

The Univerzity must invest in
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to ensure that
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system in the n

icated to building the collection does not go

to waste, The Zenzate wisgws the current system of a student
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11y checking bookbags upon exit from the
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librar» a= most unproductive and inefficient,
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The Student Senate re
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commi tment involwed in undergoing such & project as the one
we hawve proposed. Because we perceive the excellence of the
librar» x5 paramount to excellence in higher educaticon, the
Senate wishes to enthusiastically support the upgrading of
the library facilities by donating to the University an

annual check in the amount of %1,000 until the year Z2000.
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The total of 10,000 will serve as a pledge on behalf of th
student body that we value the effort alsc made by the
University to improve zuch a vital academic faciliiy as the

library The Student Senate will determine each wear to

e

which =
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pect of the library they wich to have the funds

applied. In this manner, we view the effort to upgrade the

resources in Sheean Library as a cross—-campus commitment and

cone in which 211 constituencies are unified,.
As Illinois Weslewan 15 recognized for its excellencs
In numerous areas we must newver lose sight of those arezs in

which imorovement 1= =ti1l1l greatly nesded. It js=

of the Student Senate that in the near future the librarwv

ources and facilities will alzo be at the forefront in
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the list of things that make our University outstanding.
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